Wednesday 23 November 2005

“Closing speech by the Chief Public Prosecutor, National Public Prosecutor’s Office, the Netherlands, Mr A.J.A.M Nieuwenhuizen
Ladies and gentlemen, 

As Chief National Public Prosecutor I am honoured to have been invited to close this second SYNDEC conference on behalf of the Dutch government. Our Minister of Justice Mr Donner is unfortunately prevented of being here because the budget for the fiscal year 2006 is discussed in parliament these days.

First of all, I would like to state that we can look back on a successful conference. We have looked at many operational aspects of the combat against synthetic drugs; keynote speakers and workshop presenters have explained their expertise, challenges and successes in a wide range of methods in combat of crime.

As you will have discussed these two days, the production and trafficking of synthetic drugs is a worldwide phenomenon. Amphetamine and XTC (MDMA) production takes place in Europe and Asia, methamphetamine is concentrated in the United States and South East Asia. The international trafficking and use of these drugs takes place all over the world!

Being one of the countries that have been forced to step up the efforts to combat the production of synthetic drugs within our own borders, we have gained a lot of expertise over the last years.

The Netherlands are working hard, both at home and abroad, to stamp out the production of and traffic in synthetic drugs, especially XTC and amphetamine. To be able to do that, we need to co-operate. With our neighbours, the Belgian authorities with whom we have organized this SYNDEC conference, with the member states of the European Union, within the United Nations and with countries of particular interests, such as the United States, Australia, Hong Kong, Canada, etc. 

It’s only 10 days ago that a large production site of methamphetamine and XTC was discovered and dismantled in Indonesia. It is striking that among the arrests that were made, there were 3 Chinese citizens and 2 European. A Frenchman and a Dutchman, the latter of that is, unfortunately, not strange. 

How can a call for an international assail be better heard?

Our goal during this conference was to share with you what can be learned form the Dutch and Belgian experiences.

As you will have been informed, tough measures are needed. In the Netherlands, we have already taken some important steps. First, we have strengthened the agencies involved in investigating production and trafficking. At the same time, we have stepped up controls on precursors, the substances needed to produce synthetic drugs like XTC and amphetamine. This means investigating the origins of chemicals found in illegal laboratories. Through the years this tougher strategy has led to more confiscations of precursors, production sites and produced amphetamine and XTC and more suspects arrested.

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The Netherlands take the fight against XTC very seriously. We are improving our investigation services, tightening controls on precursors, supporting medical research and improving information. These measures aim to reduce the trafficking, production and use of XTC. But are we doing enough?

Although much has been achieved in the international fight against synthetic drugs production, we have no reason to be satisfied or sit back and relax. Globally, the production and use of synthetic drugs rose dramatically in the 1990s. Synthetic drugs is now a serious problem not just for a few countries, but for countries throughout the world. In Europe and Asia the production of amphetamine still poses a real threat to society, whereas the United States are actively fighting the production of methamphetamine. And Indonesia too, as I showed you before.

International co-operation is essential in the fight against XTC. And an international problem calls for international solutions. 

It is very important to realise that. Because an XTC policy that takes no account of the international dimension is doomed to failure. Let me give you a few examples. 

1. The Merlin investigation, part of which is shown to you in the 4th workshop, was an example of close international investigation with Belgium, the United States and Australia. 25 suspects of two criminal organisations have been arrested, it has been proven that 4.6 million XTC pills were exported to the USA, 3.5 million pills are confiscated in Australia, 10 people are convicted yet, while the trials are still going on for 10 other suspects. The trials results are imprisonments from 5 up to 10 years, with the major suspects still to go and also the deprivation of the illegal profits.

2. In the co-operation between Belgium and the Netherlands the Benelux Treaty gives the opportunity to act together in dismantling drugs laboratories. The experiences and knowledge in save dismantling can be exchanged in working together in this dangerous job. So local personal, public and environmental safety can be better guaranteed. Recent initiatives produce an essential contribution to the international criminal investigations on synthetic drugs production.

Criminal organisations don't care about national borders. Their networks are international. In that respect, we could learn a lesson or two from them. 

This is not a new idea. And fortunately, progress is still being made. 

3. In September last year, the Ministers of Justice and Home Affairs of the EU member states agreed upon an EU-drugs strategy the next four years. They adopted an action plan, which includes measures to prevent precursors reaching the illegal producers and to shut down illegal laboratories and distribution networks, both in the EU and elsewhere. Tackling the problem of synthetic drugs is now an EU priority.

But there is more to the world than the European Union. XTC is also being produced and traded in Asia and America. So we need to work with them too. In Asia we are beginning to do so. For example, the Netherlands and China are exchanging administrative information on precursor chemicals. And -as you may have learnt during this conference- Dutch Law Enforcement Agencies are working successfully with the Hong Kong Police in tracking down organizations that are involved in producing/trafficking precursor chemicals. This is good news. 

The co-operation with the US agencies has been excellent the last years and has led to a significant drop in XTC produced in the Netherlands to the US.

However, new consumers markets (such as Japan, Turkey, New Zealand, Australia) are rising and call for international co-operation so we should stay focussed.

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The themes of this SYNDEC Conference are international operational co-operation and multidisciplinary strategy. 

The results of this conference make it clear that synthetic drugs cannot be properly combated without effective international and multidisciplinary co-operation.

I want to thank all the people in de steering board and the organisation committee from Belgium and the Netherlands that have been engaged to organise this conference. If you look to the composition of these committees you are looking at the successful international and multidisciplinary co-operation we need in combating synthetic drugs. They have been able to show you, with the chairmen of the conference, the key note speakers and the lecturers of the workshop the results, the problems and the challenges in international co-operation.

International co-operation is more essential than ever before. To tackle the problem of synthetic drugs properly, we need closer, more extensive international contacts. Dutch experience shows that a multidisciplinary approach produces the best results. We should take the entire chain into account, and not focus exclusively on a single link. We should be looking at the import of and trade in precursors and hardware and the production of and trade in the final product. But we should also be focusing on information provision and health risks.

We still have a big job on our hands. It will be no easy matter to banish XTC from the world. And domestic policies are not enough. We will have to join forces. I trust that this SYNDEC Conference has inspired you to go on with our combined efforts.

Thank you for your attention.
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